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PROCEEDI NGS
---000-- -
THE CHAIRMAN:  Anot her vote. John Torgerson.

MR TORGERSON.  Yes.

THE CHAIRVAN:  Marie G eene.
MS. GREENE. Yes.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Bob Brodi e.
MR BRODIE: Yes.

THE CHAIRVAN.  Ji m Hol m

MR HOLM  Yes.

THE CHAIRMAN:  PeggyAnn M Connochi e.

MS. McCONNOCH E: Yes.
THE CHAIRMAN.  (kay. So we will --
MR BRODIE: M. Chairman?

THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes.

MR. BRODIE: | guess, prior to entering into
executive session, perhaps we should enter on the record
the absence of our director.

THE CHAIRMAN.  Yeah, | suppose we could. Wy
don't you go ahead and enter it in the record.

MR BRODIE: Just that since our |ast neeting,
Executive Director Ron MIler passed away unexpectedly of
a heart attack. It was Sunday the -- if you can enter the
date. It came as always a big shock and surprise to us
and there will be a funeral for himtoday.
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THE CHAIRMAN:  Any other comments before we go
on? Ron.

MR HOLM  You know, John, I'd just like to say
sonething that -- | had the opportunity, the fine
opportunity to spend three days with Ron M| ler driving
and flying to dennallen and over to Galena and then
driving to Gennallen and through the nountains a couple
times and | ooking at caribou on the road and swans and
snow geese, and we had a wonderful time, beautiful
weat her, and I think of all the -- he's the same age | am
and it makes you question the time you spend with your
fam |y and your kids, you know, that they're all precious
monents, and |1'd |ike to have, before he passed, to call
himfriend. He was -- | really got to know himvery well.
He was a very nice man.

M5. McCONNCCHI E: Thanks.

THE CHAIRVAN. O her conment s?

MR BRODIE: M. Chairman, | just want to state
that |, too, want to express my condol ences, especially to
the famly and really appreciate Ron and how he hel ped me
out and learning the process of redistricting. He made ne
feel confortable imediately, and | really appreciate
that. | think what we also need to do is keep the famly
in prayer, and | think, M. Chairman, if there's no
obj ections, we ought to stand and do a little bit of
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silence in respect to Ron.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Any objections? Okay. Let's do
t hat .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN.  The services will be today at
2 0'clock for those who wish to attend.

Anyt hing el se?

MR. BRODIE: Just that we're going to miss him
He's a very unpretentious character, always willing to get
you a cup of coffee or anything you needed to help do your
job here, and | enjoyed talking to himabout his worldly
experiences in Russia and around the world. Condol ences
to his wife and his young kids.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Absol utely.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | know he was | ooki ng
forward to being M. Momfor the next couple of years.

MR WHTE M. Chairman, | just want to echo
the comrents made by the board. | thought Ron was an
extraordinary gentleman --

M5. MCONNOCH E: |'mhaving a little problem
hearing everyone, so please try and speak into the mc.

MR WH TE: Sorry, PeggyAnn. This is Mke. I'm
just echoing the comments made by the board. | thought
Ron was an extraordinary gentleman. He certainly will be
m ssed, and our condol ences to his wife and famly, and |
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know t hat everyone here is saddened by his passing and
it's difficult to walk up the stairs and | ook over there
to where you woul d al ways see Ron in his office when you
came up and he woul d acknow edge you. | still find nyself
| ooki ng over there every tine | cone up the stairs, and |
suppose | probably will throughout this process.

THE CHAIRMAN: Ot her conments? Hearing none,
then we will nmove into executive session.

M5. MCONNCCH E: 1'Il go ahead and call in on
t he ot her number now.

THE CHAIRMAN: | think we've got you covered on
this one.

M5. MCCONNCCH E:  Ckay. Geat.

THE CHAIRMAN:.  Just stay there since we dialed
you direct.

Al right. We'Il call the meeting back to
order. The tinme is 12:18, it |ooks IiKke.

MR BRODIE: M. Chairman?

THE CHAI RVAN.  Yes.

MR BRODIE: 1'd like to move that -- round
t hr ee.

THE CHAIRVMAN. M. Brodie.

MR BRODIE: | would like to nove that the
Al aska Redistricting Board --

THE CHAIRMAN.  Hold on. Wait, wait, wait.
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W're still -- sorry about that. | pushed the wong
button. So we're streaming live through the Legislative
Information Network. W called the meeting back to order
about 20 seconds ago.

M. Brodie, you have the floor

MR. BRODIE: First, | guess there's no business
out of the executive session that requires any board
action.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  There is, or do we not
need a notion to --

THE CHAIRVAN: W need a notion on personne
matters.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Personnel matters.

MR. BRODIE: | would nmove that Taylor Bickford
be hired as the executive director of the board effective
May the 9th

M5. GREENE: |'Il second the notion.

THE CHAIRMAN: |s there discussion on the
mot i on?

VW | ost PeggyAnn. She boarded a plane so
there's just the four nenbers here that will be voting on
this.

The notion is to offer Taylor the executive
director effective May 9th. Is there discussion? Al in
favor of the notion, please signify by saying aye.
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(pposed? Ckay. Thank you. That notion passes.

M. Brodie.

MR BRODIE: | would nove that the board offer
the position of executive director -- assistant director
to JiméEllis.

MS. GREENE: [|'Ill second the notion.

THE CHAIRVAN: Mtion that we offer the
assistant -- that was your title, right? Assistant

director?

MR BI CKFORD:  Yeah

THE CHAIRMAN:.  Assistant director to JimEllis.
Was there an effective date?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  May 9t h.

THE CHAIRVAN: Effective May 9th. Is there
di scussion on the notion?

MR WH TE: M. Chairman, just one point of
clarification. |'mnot sure whether the state personne
board says that's possible, so | believe the notions are
pending state approval of the retroactive effect.

THE CHAIRMAN: As soon as possible thereafter.
Di scussion on the notion? Al in favor, please signify by
saying aye. Opposed? That notion passes.

There is a short -- probably have to have |ega
hel p out on this, but there's a -- under discussion itens
for potential litigation issues we did receive a briefing
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by our legal, an update fromour Voting Rights expert Lisa
Handl ey. Everyone knows that Lisa will be with us
tonorrow. O maybe you don't know that, but part of our
agenda tomorrow is Voting Rights Act. Discussion with
Lisa will be teleconferencing into. Wat we have -- what
they have |earned, |legal and Taylor in discussion with
her, is that our effective district rate, because of
increased polarized voting in the state, has actually
increased fromthe 35 percent that we used last time to
41.7 percent VAP for the districts, the effective house
districts.

Al District 6 still remains to be effective at
the 49.7 for a VAP, and the whole of House District 5
still remains at 35 percent for an influence district,

which is the southeast district. And old 37, which was
the Chain, primarily Dillingham lowered to a 34.1 VAP to
an effective district. So again, overall 41.7 VAP. dd
6 was 49.7, the Athabascan District, Interior District.
Ad 5 and 35 to remain an influence district. And 37
dropped to 34.1 for an effective district.

So this gives us a benchmark for plans of four
majority/mnority house seats, one effective house seat,
one influence house seat, two nmajority/mnority senate
seats, and one effective senate seat. Again, remenber
effective is the 41.7, so the higher bar than what we had
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in 2002.

So again, we will be taking this up and we'l|
here it fromLisa tomorrow, and she will explain it and
take board nenmber questions and whatever el se we have
tonorrow on that.

Have we decided to discuss the other piece?

(1 naudi bl e)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Tuesday pi ece?

THE CHAIRMAN:  The other piece that | wll share
iswe wll take this up by notion. | guess we could do it
today. W want to invite those in the -- that produce
private plans to take this information that we just
received, the 41.7 and all that business, our benchnarks,
and draw the nine rural districts if there mght be any
changes. | can tell you that our cursory |ook at this is
that we have no districts and there are no maps that were
wi thin conpliance of the voting rights. Cose, but they
will all take some tweaking and there are a |ot of
different ways we know that can be done. For exanpl e,
nonconti guous senate pairings or moving sonme popul ation
around here or there. Mst all of themare very close,
but | don't renenber any that were right on neeting the
requirenment because we didn't know the 41.7. So we were
not that close for that effective district.

So the thought is that if you wish to draw
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another -- or take another attenpt at draw ng the rural
boundaries with this information that we are going to
invite Lisa up here for a face-to-face meeting with the
board and presentation with the board next Tuesday, the
24th.  And we woul d open up our public hearing portion to
more or |ess have a work session and have Lisa here as the
interested parties made presentations as to how they m ght
acconplish a nonretrogressive plan, and they will have
Lisa right here to comment or not conment or whatever, and
the board nenbers and staff wll be working on our own
i dea al so, but nore for you | guess than anybody el se.

If you wish to do that, you can bring it back.
Ve will notify -- we're going to adjourn here in a few
m nut es because we have to get to Ron's funeral, but we
will notify AFFR and we've al so got AFER and with Calista
Corporation the bush caucus probably isn't around anynore,
but we'll try -- | don't know if they're still draw ng or
doi ng what ever.

MR. BICKFORD: | would think Calista has the --

THE CHAIRMAN: Wl |, the Calista Corporation --
we'll try to get a hold of everyone. Taylor will be
having to go to the Fort Rich this afternoon, so you
probably won't be back today, is ny guess.

MR. BI CKFORD: M ght happen tomorrow norni ng.

THE CHAIRMAN:  So we'll get sonething out to him
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first thing in the norning to let himknow al so. But
hopefully a ot of themw ||l be here to listen to Lisa's
presentation tomorrow as she explains. This has been hard
to get through ny thick head, and I"'mstill not sure it's
all there yet, but | have additional thoughts and things
and I'mtrying to work through that. So maybe bells will
go of f tomorrow.

So is there any other conments on that piece?
And the reason | think I want a motion is because we're
expending funds to bring her up here and travel and al
that. Just makes it cleaner to have it on the record.

Can you do that now?

MR HOLM M. Chairnan

THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes.

MR HOLM ['Il rove that we ask Lisa Handley to
meet with us on Tuesday the 24th at 10:00 a.m for
di scussi ons about her information analysis.

MR. BRODIE: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Bob. Okay. The
motion to authorize the funds to bring Lisa up here to
meet with the board on the 24th and also we'll just say
that -- invite the private plan to cone in and sit through
those presentations also. Is there any discussion on the
motion?

MR WHTE M. Chair, if | may, | believe in
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her contract there is provisions already made for
traveling, but there may be extra now (indiscernible).

THE CHAIRMAN: | don't know. This just covers
bases. | know -- | think there is, too, but we -- one
t hought she m ght have to cone up once or twice, but this
way we don't have to worry about it. W covered our
bases.

Any other clarifications or discussion on the
motion?

MR BICKFORD: M. Chairman, | would just ask if
you want to clarify that groups will be asked to present
their plans.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah. | said that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Is it by invitation only
or will there be --

THE CHAIRMAN:  If they're not a group, they're
not invited. How s that? The ones that | just read off.

So any nore discussion? Al in favor of the
motion, please signify by saying aye. Opposed. That
motion carries.

kay. Wth that | will entertain a notion to
adj ourn.

MR WH TE: One point of clarification before
that, M. Chairman. | thought your sunmary was very
accurate and | think you understand it nore than you think
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you do. The only caution | would have is | don't believe
that Ms. Handl ey has put a specific nunber on southeast.
In other words, it's just not necessarily 35. It mght be

lower. It's just that is an influence district, and as |
under stand how she defines influence, it's sonewhere bel ow
the 41 percent but at a percentage that still allows the

Native group down there to have a chance to elect a
person, and if not elect, at |east have an influence over
the person that is elected.

THE CHAIRMAN: (kay. That was ny under standi ng
an hour ago. It's changed again.

Any ot her discussion? (kay. Mdtion to adjourn.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Move to adj ourn.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Second.

THE CHAIRMAN.  Ckay. W are adjourned. The
time is 12:31. W are adjourned. Thank you, those on
tel econference land. W wll now discontinue. W wll
start our meeting tonorrow at 10:00 a.m, and we wll be
streamng |ive again then. Thank you.
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TRANSCRI BER S CERTI FI CATE

|, Deirdre J.F. Radcliffe, hereby certify that the
foregoi ng pages number 1 through 13 are a true, accurate,
and conplete transcript of the A aska Redistricting Board
Meeting held on May 16, 2011, transcribed by ne froma
copy of the electronic sound recording, to the best of ny
know edge and ability.

Dat e Deirdre J.F. Radcliffe, Transcriber
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1 PROCEEDINGS 1 silencein respect to Ron.
2 ---000--- 2 THE CHAIRMAN: Any objections? Okay. Let'sdo
3 THE CHAIRMAN: Another vote. John Torgerson. | 3 that.
4 MR. TORGERSON: Yes. 4 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Thank you.
5 THE CHAIRMAN: Marie Greene. 5 THE CHAIRMAN: The serviceswill be today at
6 MS. GREENE: Yes. 6 2 o'clock for those who wish to attend.
7 THE CHAIRMAN: Bob Brodie. 7 Anything else?
8 MR. BRODIE: Yes. 8 MR. BRODIE: Just that we're going to miss him.
9 THE CHAIRMAN: Jm Holm. 9 He'savery unpretentious character, always willing to get
10 MR.HOLM: Yes. 10 you acup of coffee or anything you needed to help do your
11 THE CHAIRMAN: PeggyAnn McConnochie. 11 job here, and | enjoyed talking to him about his worldly
12 MS. McCONNOCHIE: Yes. 12 experiencesin Russia and around the world. Condolences
13 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay. Sowewill -- 13 to hiswife and his young kids.
14 MR. BRODIE: Mr. Chairman? 14 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Absolutely.
15 THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. 15 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I know he was looking
16 MR. BRODIE: | guess, prior to entering into 16 forward to being Mr. Mom for the next couple of years.
17 executive session, perhaps we should enter ontherecord |17 MR. WHITE: Mr. Chairman, | just want to echo
18 the absence of our director. 18 the comments made by the board. | thought Ron was an
19 THE CHAIRMAN: Yeah, | suppose we could. Why |19 extraordinary gentleman --
20 don't you go ahead and enter it in the record. 20 MS. McCONNOCHIE: I'm having alittle problem
21 MR. BRODIE: Just that since our last meeting, 21 hearing everyone, so please try and speak into the mic.
22 Executive Director Ron Miller passed away unexpectedly of |22 MR. WHITE: Sorry, PeggyAnn. ThisisMike. I'm
23 aheart attack. It was Sunday the -- if you can enter the 23 just echoing the comments made by the board. | thought
24 date. It came as always a big shock and surpriseto us 24 Ron was an extraordinary gentleman. He certainly will be
25 and there will be afuneral for him today. 25 missed, and our condolences to hiswife and family, and |
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1 THE CHAIRMAN: Any other comments beforewego | 1 know that everyone here is saddened by his passing and
2 on? Ron. 2 it'sdifficult to walk up the stairs and look over there
3 MR. HOLM: You know, John, I'd just like to say 3 to where you would always see Ron in his office when you
4 something that -- | had the opportunity, the fine 4 came up and he would acknowledge you. | till find myself
5 opportunity to spend three days with Ron Miller driving 5 looking over there every time | come up the stairs, and |
6 and flying to Glennallen and over to Galena and then 6 suppose | probably will throughout this process.
7 driving to Glennallen and through the mountainsacouple | 7 THE CHAIRMAN: Other comments? Hearing none,
8 timesand looking at caribou on the road and swans and 8 then we will moveinto executive session.
9 snow geese, and we had awonderful time, beautiful 9 MS. McCONNOCHIE: I'll go ahead and call in on
10 weather, and | think of all the -- he'sthe same age | am, 10 the other number now.
11 and it makes you question the time you spend with your 11 THE CHAIRMAN: I think we've got you covered on
12 family and your kids, you know, that they're all precious |12 thisone.
13 moments, and I'd like to have, before he passed, to call 13 MS. McCONNOCHIE: Okay. Great.
14 himfriend. Hewas-- | really got to know him very well. |14 THE CHAIRMAN: Just stay there since we dialed
15 Hewasavery nice man. 15 you direct.
16 MS. McCONNOCHIE: Thanks. 16 All right. We'll call the meeting back to
17 THE CHAIRMAN: Other comments? 17 order. Thetimeis12:18, it lookslike.
18 MR. BRODIE: Mr. Chairman, | just want to state |18 MR. BRODIE: Mr. Chairman?
19 that I, too, want to express my condolences, especialyto |19 THE CHAIRMAN: Yes.
20 the family and really appreciate Ron and how he helped me |20 MR. BRODIE: I'd like to move that -- round
21 out and learning the process of redistricting. He mademe |21 three.
22 feel comfortable immediately, and | really appreciate 22 THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Brodie.
23 that. | think what we aso need to do is keep the family 23 MR. BRODIE: | would like to move that the
24 in prayer, and | think, Mr. Chairman, if there's no 24 Alaska Redistricting Board --
25 objections, we ought to stand and do alittle bit of 25 THE CHAIRMAN: Hold on. Wait, wait, wait.
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1 We're till -- sorry about that. | pushed the wrong 1 by our legal, an update from our Voting Rights expert Lisa

2 button. So we're streaming live through the L egidative 2 Handley. Everyone knowsthat Lisawill be with us

3 Information Network. We called the meeting back to order | 3 tomorrow. Or maybe you don't know that, but part of our

4 about 20 seconds ago. 4 agendatomorrow isVoting Rights Act. Discussion with

5 Mr. Brodie, you have the floor. 5 Lisawill beteleconferencing into. What we have -- what

6 MR. BRODIE: Firgt, | guessthere's no business 6 they havelearned, legal and Taylor in discussion with

7 out of the executive session that requires any board 7 her, isthat our effective district rate, because of

8 action. 8 increased polarized voting in the state, has actually

9 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Thereis, ordowenot | 9 increased from the 35 percent that we used last time to
10 need amotion to -- 10 41.7 percent VAP for the districts, the effective house
11 THE CHAIRMAN: We need amotion on personnel |11 districts.

12 matters. 12 All District 6 still remains to be effective at

13 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Personnel matters. |13 the 49.7 for aVAP, and the whole of House District 5

14 MR. BRODIE: | would movethat Taylor Bickford |14 still remainsat 35 percent for an influence district,

15 be hired as the executive director of the board effective 15 which isthe southeast district. And old 37, which was

16 May the 9th. 16 the Chain, primarily Dillingham, lowered to a34.1 VAP to

17 MS. GREENE: I'll second the motion. 17 an effectivedistrict. So again, overall 41.7 VAP. Old

18 THE CHAIRMAN: Isthere discussion on the 18 6was49.7, the Athabascan District, Interior District.

19 motion? 19 Old 5 and 35 to remain an influence district. And 37

20 We lost PeggyAnn. She boarded a plane so 20 dropped to 34.1 for an effective district.

21 there'sjust the four members here that will be voting on 21 So this gives us a benchmark for plans of four

22 this. 22 majority/minority house seats, one effective house seat,

23 The motion isto offer Taylor the executive 23 oneinfluence house seat, two majority/minority senate

24 director effective May 9th. Isthere discussion? All in 24 seats, and one effective senate seat. Again, remember

25 favor of the motion, please signify by saying aye. 25 effectiveisthe 41.7, so the higher bar than what we had
Page 7 Page 9

1 Opposed? Okay. Thank you. That motion passes. 1 in2002.

2 Mr. Brodie. 2 So again, we will be taking this up and we'll

3 MR. BRODIE: | would move that the board offer 3 hereit from Lisatomorrow, and she will explain it and

4 the position of executive director -- assistant director 4 take board member questions and whatever else we have

5 toJimEllis. 5 tomorrow on that.

6 MS. GREENE: I'll second the motion. 6 Have we decided to discuss the other piece?

7 THE CHAIRMAN: Motion that we offer the 7 (Inaudible)

8 assistant -- that was your title, right? Assistant 8 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Tuesday piece?

9 director? 9 THE CHAIRMAN: The other piecethat | will share
10 MR. BICKFORD: Yeah. 10 iswewill take thisup by motion. | guesswe could do it
11 THE CHAIRMAN: Assistant director to Jim Ellis. |11 today. Wewant to invite thosein the -- that produce
12 Wasthere an effective date? 12 private plansto take thisinformation that we just
13 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: May 9th. 13 received, the 41.7 and all that business, our benchmarks,
14 THE CHAIRMAN: Effective May 9th. Isthere 14 and draw the ninerural districtsif there might be any
15 discussion on the motion? 15 changes. | can tell you that our cursory look at thisis
16 MR. WHITE: Mr. Chairman, just one point of 16 that we have no districts and there are no maps that were
17 clarification. 1'm not sure whether the state personnel 17 within compliance of the voting rights. Close, but they
18 board saysthat's possible, so | believe the motions are 18 will al take some tweaking and there are alot of
19 pending state approval of the retroactive effect. 19 different ways we know that can be done. For example,
20 THE CHAIRMAN: Assoon as possible thereafter. |20 noncontiguous senate pairings or moving some population
21 Discussion onthe motion? All infavor, please signify by |21 around here or there. Most all of them are very close,

22 saying aye. Opposed? That motion passes. 22 but | don't remember any that were right on meeting the
23 Thereisashort -- probably have to have lega 23 requirement because we didn't know the 41.7. So we were
24 help out on this, but there's a -- under discussion items 24 not that close for that effective district.

25 for potential litigation issues we did receive a briefing 25 So the thought is that if you wish to draw
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1 another -- or take another attempt at drawing the rural 1 her contract thereis provisions already made for
2 boundaries with this information that we are going to 2 traveling, but there may be extra now (indiscernible).
3 invite Lisaup here for aface-to-face meeting with the 3 THE CHAIRMAN: | don't know. Thisjust covers
4 board and presentation with the board next Tuesday, the 4 bases. | know -- | think thereis, too, but we -- one
5 24th. And we would open up our public hearing portionto | 5 thought she might have to come up once or twice, but this
6 more or less have awork session and have Lisahereasthe | 6 way we don't have to worry about it. \We covered our
7 interested parties made presentations as to how they might | 7 bases.
8 accomplish a nonretrogressive plan, and they will have 8 Any other clarifications or discussion on the
9 Lisaright hereto comment or not comment or whatever, and | 9 motion?
10 the board members and staff will be working on our own |10 MR. BICKFORD: Mr. Chairman, | would just ask if
11 ideaalso, but more for you | guess than anybody else. 11 you want to clarify that groups will be asked to present
12 If you wish to do that, you can bring it back. 12 their plans.
13 Wewill notify -- we're going to adjourn herein afew 13 THE CHAIRMAN: Yeah. | said that.
14 minutes because we have to get to Ron's funeral, but we 14 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Isit by invitation only
15 will notify AFFR and we've also got AFER and with Calista |15 or will there be --
16 Corporation the bush caucus probably isn't around anymore, |16 THE CHAIRMAN: If they're not agroup, they're
17 but well try -- 1 don't know if they're still drawing or 17 notinvited. How'sthat? The onesthat | just read off.
18 doing whatever. 18 So any more discussion? All in favor of the
19 MR. BICKFORD: | would think Calistahasthe-- |19 motion, please signify by saying aye. Opposed. That
20 THE CHAIRMAN: Wédll, the Calista Corporation -- |20 motion carries.
21 well try to get ahold of everyone. Taylor will be 21 Okay. With that | will entertain amotion to
22 having to go to the Fort Rich this afternoon, so you 22 adjourn.
23 probably won't be back today, is my guess. 23 MR. WHITE: One point of clarification before
24 MR. BICKFORD: Might happen tomorrow morning. |24 that, Mr. Chairman. | thought your summary was very
25 THE CHAIRMAN: Sowell get something out to him |25 accurate and | think you understand it more than you think
Page 11 Page 13
1 first thing in the morning to let him know also. But 1 youdo. Theonly caution | would haveis| don't believe
2 hopefully alot of them will be hereto listen to Lisa's 2 that Ms. Handley has put a specific number on southeast.
3 presentation tomorrow as she explains. Thishasbeenhard | 3 In other words, it'sjust not necessarily 35. It might be
4 to get through my thick head, and I'm still not sureit's 4 lower. It'sjust that isan influence district, and as|
5 all thereyet, but | have additional thoughts and things 5 understand how she defines influence, it's somewhere below
6 and I'm trying to work through that. So maybe bellswill 6 the 41 percent but at a percentage that still allowsthe
7 go off tomorrow. 7 Native group down there to have a chanceto elect a
8 So isthere any other comments on that piece? 8 person, and if not elect, at least have an influence over
9 And thereason | think | want a motion is because we're 9 theperson that is elected.
10 expending fundsto bring her up here and travel and all 10 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay. That was my understanding
11 that. Just makesit cleaner to have it on the record. 11 an hour ago. It'schanged again.
12 Canyou do that now? 12 Any other discussion? Okay. Motion to adjourn.
13 MR. HOLM: Mr. Chairman. 13 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Moveto adjourn.
14 THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. 14 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Second.
15 MR. HOLM: I'll movethat we ask LisaHandley to |15 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay. We are adjourned. The
16 meet with us on Tuesday the 24th at 10:00 a.m. for 16 timeis12:31. We are adjourned. Thank you, those on
17 discussions about her information analysis. 17 teleconference land. We will now discontinue. We will
18 MR. BRODIE: Second. 18 start our meeting tomorrow at 10:00 am., and we will be
19 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Bob. Okay. The |19 streaming live again then. Thank you.
20 motion to authorize the funds to bring Lisa up here to 20
21 meet with the board on the 24th and also we'll just say 21
22 that -- invite the private plan to come in and sit through 22
23 those presentations also. Isthere any discussion on the 23
24 motion? 24
25 MR. WHITE: Mr. Chair, if | may, | believein 25
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PROCEEDI NGS
---000- - -

THE CHAI RMAN:  Anot her vote. John Torgerson.

MR, TORGERSON:  Yes.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Marie G eene.

M5. CREENE: Yes.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Bob Brodi e.

MR. BRODI E: Yes.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Jim Hol m

MR, HOLM  Yes.

THE CHAI RMAN:  PeggyAnn McConnochi e.

M5. McCONNOCHI E: Yes.

THE CHAI RMAN.  Ckay. So we will --

MR BRODIE: M. Chairman?

THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes.

MR. BRODIE: | guess, prior to entering into
executive session, perhaps we should enter on the record
t he absence of our director.

THE CHAI RVMAN:  Yeah, | suppose we could. Wy
don't you go ahead and enter it in the record.

MR BRODIE: Just that since our |ast neeting,
Executive Director Ron M|l er passed away unexpectedly of
a heart attack. It was Sunday the -- if you can enter the
date. It canme as always a big shock and surprise to us

and there wll be a funeral for himtoday.
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THE CHAI RMAN:  Any ot her conments before we go
on? Ron.

MR HOLM  You know, John, 1'd just like to say
sonmething that -- | had the opportunity, the fine
opportunity to spend three days with Ron MIler driving
and flying to Gennallen and over to Galena and then
driving to dennallen and through the nountains a couple
times and | ooking at caribou on the road and swans and
snow geese, and we had a wonderful tine, beautiful
weat her, and | think of all the -- he's the same age | am
and it makes you question the tine you spend with your
famly and your kids, you know, that they're all precious
nonents, and |'d |like to have, before he passed, to call
himfriend. He was -- | really got to know himvery wel|.
He was a very nice nan.

MS. McCONNOCHI E: Thanks.

THE CHAI RVMAN: Ot her comment s?

MR BRODIE: M. Chairman, | just want to state
that |, too, want to express ny condol ences, especially to
the famly and really appreciate Ron and how he hel ped ne
out and | earning the process of redistricting. He made ne
feel confortable inmediately, and | really appreciate
that. | think what we also need to do is keep the famly
in prayer, and | think, M. Chairman, if there's no

obj ections, we ought to stand and do a little bit of
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4
silence in respect to Ron.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Any objections? GCkay. Let's do
t hat .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN. The services will be today at
2 o'clock for those who wish to attend.

Anyt hi ng el se?

MR. BRODIE: Just that we're going to mss him
He's a very unpretentious character, always willing to get
you a cup of coffee or anything you needed to help do your
job here, and | enjoyed talking to himabout his worldly
experiences in Russia and around the world. Condol ences
to his wfe and his young kids.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Absol utely.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | know he was | ooki ng
forward to being M. Momfor the next couple of years.

MR WHTE: M. Chairman, | just want to echo
the comments nade by the board. | thought Ron was an
extraordi nary gentleman --

M5. MCcCONNOCHIE: |I'mhaving a little problem
heari ng everyone, so please try and speak into the mc.

MR WH TE: Sorry, PeggyAnn. This is Mke. [|I'm

just echoing the comments made by the board. | thought
Ron was an extraordinary gentleman. He certainly wll be

m ssed, and our condolences to his wife and famly, and |
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know t hat everyone here is saddened by his passing and
it's difficult to walk up the stairs and | ook over there
to where you woul d al ways see Ron in his office when you
came up and he woul d acknow edge you. | still find nyself
| ooki ng over there every time | cone up the stairs, and |
suppose | probably will throughout this process.

THE CHAI RMAN: Ot her comments? Hearing none,
then we will nove into executive session.

M5. MCCONNOCCHI E: |'lIl go ahead and call in on
t he ot her nunber now.

THE CHAIRVMAN: | think we've got you covered on
this one.

M5. McCONNOCHI E:  (Okay. Geat.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Just stay there since we dialed
you direct.

Al right. W'Il call the nmeeting back to
order. The tine is 12:18, it |ooks like.

MR BRODIE: M. Chairman?

THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes.

MR BRODIE: 1'd like to nove that -- round
t hree.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Brodie.

MR BRODIE: | would like to nmove that the
Al aska Redistricting Board --

THE CHAIRVAN:  Hold on. Wait, wait, wait.
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W're still -- sorry about that. | pushed the wong
button. So we're streaming live through the Legislative
| nformation Network. W called the neeting back to order
about 20 seconds ago.

M. Brodie, you have the floor.

MR BRODIE: First, | guess there's no business
out of the executive session that requires any board
action.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: There is, or do we not
need a notion to --

THE CHAI RMAN. W need a notion on personnel
mat t ers.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Personnel matters.

MR BRODIE: | would nove that Taylor Bickford
be hired as the executive director of the board effective
May t he 9th.

MS. GREENE: |'ll second the notion.

THE CHAIRMAN: |s there discussion on the
noti on?

We | ost PeggyAnn. She boarded a plane so
there's just the four nenbers here that will be voting on
this.

The notion is to offer Taylor the executive
director effective May 9th. |Is there discussion? Al in

favor of the notion, please signify by saying aye.
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Qpposed? Ckay. Thank you. That notion passes.

M. Brodie.
MR BRODIE: | would nove that the board offer
the position of executive director -- assistant director

to JimEllis.

MS. GREENE: |'Ill second the notion.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Motion that we offer the
assistant -- that was your title, right? Assistant
director?

MR BI CKFCRD: Yeah.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Assistant director to JiméEllis.
Was there an effective date?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  May 9t h.

THE CHAI RVMAN: Effective May 9th. |Is there
di scussi on on the notion?

MR WH TE: M. Chairman, just one point of
clarification. |1'mnot sure whether the state personnel
board says that's possible, so | believe the notions are
pendi ng state approval of the retroactive effect.

THE CHAI RMAN:  As soon as possible thereafter.
Di scussion on the notion? Al in favor, please signify by

sayi ng aye. (Qpposed? That notion passes.

There is a short -- probably have to have | egal
hel p out on this, but there's a -- under discussion itens
for potential litigation issues we did receive a briefing

7
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by our legal, an update fromour Voting Ri ghts expert Lisa
Handl ey. Everyone knows that Lisa will be with us
tomorrow. O maybe you don't know that, but part of our
agenda tonorrow i s Voting Rights Act. Discussion with
Lisa will be teleconferencing into. Wat we have -- what
t hey have | earned, |legal and Taylor in discussion with
her, is that our effective district rate, because of

i ncreased polarized voting in the state, has actually
increased fromthe 35 percent that we used last time to
41.7 percent VAP for the districts, the effective house
districts.

Al District 6 still remains to be effective at
the 49.7 for a VAP, and the whole of House District 5
still remains at 35 percent for an influence district,
which is the southeast district. And old 37, which was
the Chain, primarily Dillingham |lowered to a 34.1 VAP to
an effective district. So again, overall 41.7 VAP. (dd
6 was 49.7, the Athabascan District, Interior D strict.
ad 5 and 35 to remain an influence district. And 37
dropped to 34.1 for an effective district.

So this gives us a benchmark for plans of four
majority/ mnority house seats, one effective house seat,
one influence house seat, two majority/mnority senate
seats, and one effective senate seat. Again, renenber

effective is the 41.7, so the higher bar than what we had
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in 2002.

So again, we will be taking this up and we'l|
here it fromlLisa tomorrow, and she will explain it and
t ake board nenber questions and whatever el se we have
t onorrow on that.

Have we decided to discuss the other piece?

(1 naudi bl e)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Tuesday pi ece?

THE CHAI RMAN:  The other piece that | will share
iswe will take this up by notion. | guess we could do it
today. We want to invite those in the -- that produce
private plans to take this information that we just
received, the 41.7 and all that business, our benchmarks,
and draw the nine rural districts if there mght be any
changes. | can tell you that our cursory look at this is
that we have no districts and there are no nmaps that were
within conpliance of the voting rights. Cose, but they
will all take sonme tweaking and there are a | ot of
different ways we know that can be done. For exanple,
noncont i guous senate pairings or nmoving sone popul ation
around here or there. Most all of themare very close,
but | don't renenmber any that were right on neeting the
requi rement because we didn't know the 41.7. So we were
not that close for that effective district.

So the thought is that if you wish to draw

9
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another -- or take another attenpt at drawi ng the rural
boundaries with this information that we are going to
invite Lisa up here for a face-to-face neeting with the
board and presentation with the board next Tuesday, the
24th.  And we woul d open up our public hearing portion to
nore or |ess have a work session and have Lisa here as the
interested parties nmade presentations as to how they m ght
acconplish a nonretrogressive plan, and they will have
Lisa right here to comment or not conment or whatever, and
t he board nmenbers and staff will be working on our own
i dea al so, but nore for you | guess than anybody el se.

If you wish to do that, you can bring it back
W will notify -- we're going to adjourn here in a few
m nut es because we have to get to Ron's funeral, but we
will notify AFFR and we've al so got AFER and with Calista
Cor poration the bush caucus probably isn't around anynore,
but we'll try -- | don't knowif they're still draw ng or
doi ng what ever.

MR BICKFORD: | would think Calista has the --

THE CHAI RMAN:  Well, the Calista Corporation --
we'll try to get a hold of everyone. Taylor will be
having to go to the Fort Rich this afternoon, so you
probably won't be back today, is ny guess.

MR. BI CKFORD: M ght happen tonorrow norning.

THE CHAI RVAN:  So we'll get something out to him
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first thing in the norning to Il et himknow al so. But
hopefully a ot of themw Il be here to listen to Lisa's
presentation tonorrow as she explains. This has been hard
to get through nmy thick head, and I'mstill not sure it's
all there yet, but | have additional thoughts and things
and I"'mtrying to work through that. So maybe bells w |
go of f tonorrow.

So is there any other comments on that piece?
And the reason | think | want a nmotion is because we're
expending funds to bring her up here and travel and al
that. Just nakes it cleaner to have it on the record.
Can you do that now?

MR HOLM M. Chairnman.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes.

MR HOLM 1'Il nove that we ask Lisa Handley to
neet with us on Tuesday the 24th at 10:00 a.m for
di scussi ons about her information analysis.

MR, BRODI E: Second.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, Bob. Gkay. The

notion to authorize the funds to bring Lisa up here to

neet with the board on the 24th and also we'll just say
that -- invite the private plan to cone in and sit through
t hose presentations also. |Is there any discussion on the
noti on?

MR VWHTE M. Chair, if I my, | believe in
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her contract there is provisions already nmade for
traveling, but there nmay be extra now (indiscernible).

THE CHAIRMAN: | don't know. This just covers
bases. | know -- | think there is, too, but we -- one
t hought she mi ght have to cone up once or twice, but this
way we don't have to worry about it. W covered our
bases.

Any other clarifications or discussion on the
noti on?

MR BICKFORD: M. Chairman, | would just ask if
you want to clarify that groups will be asked to present
t heir plans.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Yeah. | said that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Is it by invitation only
or will there be --

THE CHAIRMAN: If they're not a group, they're
not invited. How s that? The ones that | just read off.

So any nore discussion? All in favor of the
notion, please signify by saying aye. Opposed. That
notion carries.

Ckay. Wth that | will entertain a notion to
adj ourn.

MR VWH TE: One point of clarification before
that, M. Chairman. | thought your summary was very

accurate and |I think you understand it nore than you think
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you do. The only caution | would have is | don't believe
that Ms. Handl ey has put a specific nunber on sout heast.
In other words, it's just not necessarily 35. It mght be
lower. It's just that is an influence district, and as |
under st and how she defines influence, it's somewhere bel ow
the 41 percent but at a percentage that still allows the
Native group down there to have a chance to elect a
person, and if not elect, at |east have an influence over
the person that is elected.

THE CHAI RMAN: Okay. That was ny under st andi ng
an hour ago. It's changed agai n.

Any ot her discussion? Ckay. Modtion to adjourn.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Mbve to adjourn

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Second.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Okay. We are adjourned. The
time is 12:31. W are adjourned. Thank you, those on
tel econference land. We will now discontinue. We wll
start our neeting tonorrow at 10:00 a.m, and we wll| be

stream ng live again then. Thank you
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Meeting held on May 16, 2011, transcribed by me froma
copy of the electronic sound recording, to the best of ny

know edge and ability.
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            1                       P R O C E E D I N G S



            2                             ---oOo---



            3              THE CHAIRMAN:  Another vote.  John Torgerson.



            4              MR. TORGERSON:  Yes.



            5              THE CHAIRMAN:  Marie Greene.



            6              MS. GREENE:  Yes.



            7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Bob Brodie.



            8              MR. BRODIE:  Yes.



            9              THE CHAIRMAN:  Jim Holm.



           10              MR. HOLM:  Yes.



           11              THE CHAIRMAN:  PeggyAnn McConnochie.



           12              MS. McCONNOCHIE:  Yes.



           13              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So we will --



           14              MR. BRODIE:  Mr. Chairman?  



           15              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.



           16              MR. BRODIE:  I guess, prior to entering into 



           17    executive session, perhaps we should enter on the record 



           18    the absence of our director.



           19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah, I suppose we could.  Why 



           20    don't you go ahead and enter it in the record.



           21              MR. BRODIE:  Just that since our last meeting, 



           22    Executive Director Ron Miller passed away unexpectedly of 



           23    a heart attack.  It was Sunday the -- if you can enter the 



           24    date.  It came as always a big shock and surprise to us 



           25    and there will be a funeral for him today.
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            1              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any other comments before we go 



            2    on?  Ron.  



            3              MR. HOLM:  You know, John, I'd just like to say 



            4    something that -- I had the opportunity, the fine 



            5    opportunity to spend three days with Ron Miller driving 



            6    and flying to Glennallen and over to Galena and then 



            7    driving to Glennallen and through the mountains a couple 



            8    times and looking at caribou on the road and swans and 



            9    snow geese, and we had a wonderful time, beautiful 



           10    weather, and I think of all the -- he's the same age I am, 



           11    and it makes you question the time you spend with your 



           12    family and your kids, you know, that they're all precious 



           13    moments, and I'd like to have, before he passed, to call 



           14    him friend.  He was -- I really got to know him very well.  



           15    He was a very nice man.



           16              MS. McCONNOCHIE:  Thanks.



           17              THE CHAIRMAN:  Other comments?  



           18              MR. BRODIE:  Mr. Chairman, I just want to state 



           19    that I, too, want to express my condolences, especially to 



           20    the family and really appreciate Ron and how he helped me 



           21    out and learning the process of redistricting.  He made me 



           22    feel comfortable immediately, and I really appreciate 



           23    that.  I think what we also need to do is keep the family 



           24    in prayer, and I think, Mr. Chairman, if there's no 



           25    objections, we ought to stand and do a little bit of 
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            1    silence in respect to Ron.



            2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any objections?  Okay.  Let's do 



            3    that.  



            4              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you.



            5              THE CHAIRMAN:  The services will be today at 



            6    2 o'clock for those who wish to attend.  



            7              Anything else?  



            8              MR. BRODIE:  Just that we're going to miss him.  



            9    He's a very unpretentious character, always willing to get 



           10    you a cup of coffee or anything you needed to help do your 



           11    job here, and I enjoyed talking to him about his worldly 



           12    experiences in Russia and around the world.  Condolences 



           13    to his wife and his young kids.



           14              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Absolutely.



           15              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I know he was looking 



           16    forward to being Mr. Mom for the next couple of years.  



           17              MR. WHITE:  Mr. Chairman, I just want to echo 



           18    the comments made by the board.  I thought Ron was an 



           19    extraordinary gentleman -- 



           20              MS. McCONNOCHIE:  I'm having a little problem 



           21    hearing everyone, so please try and speak into the mic.



           22              MR. WHITE:  Sorry, PeggyAnn.  This is Mike.  I'm 



           23    just echoing the comments made by the board.  I thought 



           24    Ron was an extraordinary gentleman.  He certainly will be 



           25    missed, and our condolences to his wife and family, and I 
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            1    know that everyone here is saddened by his passing and 



            2    it's difficult to walk up the stairs and look over there 



            3    to where you would always see Ron in his office when you 



            4    came up and he would acknowledge you.  I still find myself 



            5    looking over there every time I come up the stairs, and I 



            6    suppose I probably will throughout this process.  



            7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Other comments?  Hearing none, 



            8    then we will move into executive session.  



            9              MS. McCONNOCHIE:  I'll go ahead and call in on 



           10    the other number now.



           11              THE CHAIRMAN:  I think we've got you covered on 



           12    this one.



           13              MS. McCONNOCHIE:  Okay.  Great.  



           14              THE CHAIRMAN:  Just stay there since we dialed 



           15    you direct.  



           16              All right.  We'll call the meeting back to 



           17    order.  The time is 12:18, it looks like.  



           18              MR. BRODIE:  Mr. Chairman?  



           19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.



           20              MR. BRODIE:  I'd like to move that -- round 



           21    three.  



           22              THE CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Brodie.



           23              MR. BRODIE:  I would like to move that the 



           24    Alaska Redistricting Board -- 



           25              THE CHAIRMAN:  Hold on.  Wait, wait, wait.  
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            1    We're still -- sorry about that.  I pushed the wrong 



            2    button.  So we're streaming live through the Legislative 



            3    Information Network.  We called the meeting back to order 



            4    about 20 seconds ago.  



            5              Mr. Brodie, you have the floor.



            6              MR. BRODIE:  First, I guess there's no business 



            7    out of the executive session that requires any board 



            8    action.



            9              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  There is, or do we not 



           10    need a motion to -- 



           11              THE CHAIRMAN:  We need a motion on personnel 



           12    matters.



           13              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Personnel matters.  



           14              MR. BRODIE:  I would move that Taylor Bickford 



           15    be hired as the executive director of the board effective 



           16    May the 9th.



           17              MS. GREENE:  I'll second the motion.



           18              THE CHAIRMAN:  Is there discussion on the 



           19    motion?  



           20              We lost PeggyAnn.  She boarded a plane so 



           21    there's just the four members here that will be voting on 



           22    this.  



           23              The motion is to offer Taylor the executive 



           24    director effective May 9th.  Is there discussion?  All in 



           25    favor of the motion, please signify by saying aye.  
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            1    Opposed?  Okay.  Thank you.  That motion passes.



            2              Mr. Brodie.



            3              MR. BRODIE:  I would move that the board offer 



            4    the position of executive director -- assistant director 



            5    to Jim Ellis.



            6              MS. GREENE:  I'll second the motion.



            7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Motion that we offer the 



            8    assistant -- that was your title, right?  Assistant 



            9    director?  



           10              MR. BICKFORD:  Yeah.



           11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Assistant director to Jim Ellis.  



           12    Was there an effective date?  



           13              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  May 9th.



           14              THE CHAIRMAN:  Effective May 9th.  Is there 



           15    discussion on the motion?



           16              MR. WHITE:  Mr. Chairman, just one point of 



           17    clarification.  I'm not sure whether the state personnel 



           18    board says that's possible, so I believe the motions are 



           19    pending state approval of the retroactive effect.



           20              THE CHAIRMAN:  As soon as possible thereafter.  



           21    Discussion on the motion?  All in favor, please signify by 



           22    saying aye.  Opposed?  That motion passes.



           23              There is a short -- probably have to have legal 



           24    help out on this, but there's a -- under discussion items 



           25    for potential litigation issues we did receive a briefing 
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            1    by our legal, an update from our Voting Rights expert Lisa 



            2    Handley.  Everyone knows that Lisa will be with us 



            3    tomorrow.  Or maybe you don't know that, but part of our 



            4    agenda tomorrow is Voting Rights Act.  Discussion with 



            5    Lisa will be teleconferencing into.  What we have -- what 



            6    they have learned, legal and Taylor in discussion with 



            7    her, is that our effective district rate, because of 



            8    increased polarized voting in the state, has actually 



            9    increased from the 35 percent that we used last time to 



           10    41.7 percent VAP for the districts, the effective house 



           11    districts.  



           12              All District 6 still remains to be effective at 



           13    the 49.7 for a VAP, and the whole of House District 5 



           14    still remains at 35 percent for an influence district, 



           15    which is the southeast district.  And old 37, which was 



           16    the Chain, primarily Dillingham, lowered to a 34.1 VAP to 



           17    an effective district.  So again, overall 41.7 VAP.  Old 



           18    6 was 49.7, the Athabascan District, Interior District.  



           19    Old 5 and 35 to remain an influence district.  And 37 



           20    dropped to 34.1 for an effective district.  



           21              So this gives us a benchmark for plans of four 



           22    majority/minority house seats, one effective house seat, 



           23    one influence house seat, two majority/minority senate 



           24    seats, and one effective senate seat.  Again, remember 



           25    effective is the 41.7, so the higher bar than what we had 
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            1    in 2002.  



            2              So again, we will be taking this up and we'll 



            3    here it from Lisa tomorrow, and she will explain it and 



            4    take board member questions and whatever else we have 



            5    tomorrow on that.



            6              Have we decided to discuss the other piece?  



            7              (Inaudible)



            8              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Tuesday piece?  



            9              THE CHAIRMAN:  The other piece that I will share 



           10    is we will take this up by motion.  I guess we could do it 



           11    today.  We want to invite those in the -- that produce 



           12    private plans to take this information that we just 



           13    received, the 41.7 and all that business, our benchmarks, 



           14    and draw the nine rural districts if there might be any 



           15    changes.  I can tell you that our cursory look at this is 



           16    that we have no districts and there are no maps that were 



           17    within compliance of the voting rights.  Close, but they 



           18    will all take some tweaking and there are a lot of 



           19    different ways we know that can be done.  For example, 



           20    noncontiguous senate pairings or moving some population 



           21    around here or there.  Most all of them are very close, 



           22    but I don't remember any that were right on meeting the 



           23    requirement because we didn't know the 41.7.  So we were 



           24    not that close for that effective district.  



           25              So the thought is that if you wish to draw 
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            1    another -- or take another attempt at drawing the rural 



            2    boundaries with this information that we are going to 



            3    invite Lisa up here for a face-to-face meeting with the 



            4    board and presentation with the board next Tuesday, the 



            5    24th.  And we would open up our public hearing portion to 



            6    more or less have a work session and have Lisa here as the 



            7    interested parties made presentations as to how they might 



            8    accomplish a nonretrogressive plan, and they will have 



            9    Lisa right here to comment or not comment or whatever, and 



           10    the board members and staff will be working on our own 



           11    idea also, but more for you I guess than anybody else.  



           12              If you wish to do that, you can bring it back.  



           13    We will notify -- we're going to adjourn here in a few 



           14    minutes because we have to get to Ron's funeral, but we 



           15    will notify AFFR and we've also got AFER and with Calista 



           16    Corporation the bush caucus probably isn't around anymore, 



           17    but we'll try -- I don't know if they're still drawing or 



           18    doing whatever.



           19              MR. BICKFORD:  I would think Calista has the -- 



           20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, the Calista Corporation -- 



           21    we'll try to get a hold of everyone.  Taylor will be 



           22    having to go to the Fort Rich this afternoon, so you 



           23    probably won't be back today, is my guess.



           24              MR. BICKFORD:  Might happen tomorrow morning.



           25              THE CHAIRMAN:  So we'll get something out to him 
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            1    first thing in the morning to let him know also.  But 



            2    hopefully a lot of them will be here to listen to Lisa's 



            3    presentation tomorrow as she explains.  This has been hard 



            4    to get through my thick head, and I'm still not sure it's 



            5    all there yet, but I have additional thoughts and things 



            6    and I'm trying to work through that.  So maybe bells will 



            7    go off tomorrow.  



            8              So is there any other comments on that piece?  



            9    And the reason I think I want a motion is because we're 



           10    expending funds to bring her up here and travel and all 



           11    that.  Just makes it cleaner to have it on the record.  



           12    Can you do that now?  



           13              MR. HOLM:  Mr. Chairman.



           14              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.



           15              MR. HOLM:  I'll move that we ask Lisa Handley to 



           16    meet with us on Tuesday the 24th at 10:00 a.m. for 



           17    discussions about her information analysis.



           18              MR. BRODIE:  Second.



           19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Bob.  Okay.  The 



           20    motion to authorize the funds to bring Lisa up here to 



           21    meet with the board on the 24th and also we'll just say 



           22    that -- invite the private plan to come in and sit through 



           23    those presentations also.  Is there any discussion on the 



           24    motion?  



           25              MR. WHITE:  Mr. Chair, if I may, I believe in 
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            1    her contract there is provisions already made for 



            2    traveling, but there may be extra now (indiscernible).  



            3              THE CHAIRMAN:  I don't know.  This just covers 



            4    bases.  I know -- I think there is, too, but we -- one 



            5    thought she might have to come up once or twice, but this 



            6    way we don't have to worry about it.  We covered our 



            7    bases.  



            8              Any other clarifications or discussion on the 



            9    motion?  



           10              MR. BICKFORD:  Mr. Chairman, I would just ask if 



           11    you want to clarify that groups will be asked to present 



           12    their plans.



           13              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.  I said that.



           14              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Is it by invitation only 



           15    or will there be -- 



           16              THE CHAIRMAN:  If they're not a group, they're 



           17    not invited.  How's that?  The ones that I just read off.



           18              So any more discussion?  All in favor of the 



           19    motion, please signify by saying aye.  Opposed.  That 



           20    motion carries.  



           21              Okay.  With that I will entertain a motion to 



           22    adjourn.



           23              MR. WHITE:  One point of clarification before 



           24    that, Mr. Chairman.  I thought your summary was very 



           25    accurate and I think you understand it more than you think 
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            1    you do.  The only caution I would have is I don't believe 



            2    that Ms. Handley has put a specific number on southeast.  



            3    In other words, it's just not necessarily 35.  It might be 



            4    lower.  It's just that is an influence district, and as I 



            5    understand how she defines influence, it's somewhere below 



            6    the 41 percent but at a percentage that still allows the 



            7    Native group down there to have a chance to elect a 



            8    person, and if not elect, at least have an influence over 



            9    the person that is elected.  



           10              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  That was my understanding 



           11    an hour ago.  It's changed again.  



           12              Any other discussion?  Okay.  Motion to adjourn.



           13              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Move to adjourn.



           14              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Second.



           15              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  We are adjourned.  The 



           16    time is 12:31.  We are adjourned.  Thank you, those on 



           17    teleconference land.  We will now discontinue.  We will 



           18    start our meeting tomorrow at 10:00 a.m., and we will be 



           19    streaming live again then.  Thank you.  



           20    



           21    



           22    



           23    



           24    



           25    
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  1                       P R O C E E D I N G S

  2                             ---oOo---

  3              THE CHAIRMAN:  Another vote.  John Torgerson.

  4              MR. TORGERSON:  Yes.

  5              THE CHAIRMAN:  Marie Greene.

  6              MS. GREENE:  Yes.

  7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Bob Brodie.

  8              MR. BRODIE:  Yes.

  9              THE CHAIRMAN:  Jim Holm.

 10              MR. HOLM:  Yes.

 11              THE CHAIRMAN:  PeggyAnn McConnochie.

 12              MS. McCONNOCHIE:  Yes.

 13              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So we will --

 14              MR. BRODIE:  Mr. Chairman?

 15              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.

 16              MR. BRODIE:  I guess, prior to entering into

 17    executive session, perhaps we should enter on the record

 18    the absence of our director.

 19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah, I suppose we could.  Why

 20    don't you go ahead and enter it in the record.

 21              MR. BRODIE:  Just that since our last meeting,

 22    Executive Director Ron Miller passed away unexpectedly of

 23    a heart attack.  It was Sunday the -- if you can enter the

 24    date.  It came as always a big shock and surprise to us

 25    and there will be a funeral for him today.
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  1              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any other comments before we go

  2    on?  Ron.

  3              MR. HOLM:  You know, John, I'd just like to say

  4    something that -- I had the opportunity, the fine

  5    opportunity to spend three days with Ron Miller driving

  6    and flying to Glennallen and over to Galena and then

  7    driving to Glennallen and through the mountains a couple

  8    times and looking at caribou on the road and swans and

  9    snow geese, and we had a wonderful time, beautiful

 10    weather, and I think of all the -- he's the same age I am,

 11    and it makes you question the time you spend with your

 12    family and your kids, you know, that they're all precious

 13    moments, and I'd like to have, before he passed, to call

 14    him friend.  He was -- I really got to know him very well.

 15    He was a very nice man.

 16              MS. McCONNOCHIE:  Thanks.

 17              THE CHAIRMAN:  Other comments?

 18              MR. BRODIE:  Mr. Chairman, I just want to state

 19    that I, too, want to express my condolences, especially to

 20    the family and really appreciate Ron and how he helped me

 21    out and learning the process of redistricting.  He made me

 22    feel comfortable immediately, and I really appreciate

 23    that.  I think what we also need to do is keep the family

 24    in prayer, and I think, Mr. Chairman, if there's no

 25    objections, we ought to stand and do a little bit of
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  1    silence in respect to Ron.

  2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any objections?  Okay.  Let's do

  3    that.

  4              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you.

  5              THE CHAIRMAN:  The services will be today at

  6    2 o'clock for those who wish to attend.

  7              Anything else?

  8              MR. BRODIE:  Just that we're going to miss him.

  9    He's a very unpretentious character, always willing to get

 10    you a cup of coffee or anything you needed to help do your

 11    job here, and I enjoyed talking to him about his worldly

 12    experiences in Russia and around the world.  Condolences

 13    to his wife and his young kids.

 14              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Absolutely.

 15              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I know he was looking

 16    forward to being Mr. Mom for the next couple of years.

 17              MR. WHITE:  Mr. Chairman, I just want to echo

 18    the comments made by the board.  I thought Ron was an

 19    extraordinary gentleman --

 20              MS. McCONNOCHIE:  I'm having a little problem

 21    hearing everyone, so please try and speak into the mic.

 22              MR. WHITE:  Sorry, PeggyAnn.  This is Mike.  I'm

 23    just echoing the comments made by the board.  I thought

 24    Ron was an extraordinary gentleman.  He certainly will be

 25    missed, and our condolences to his wife and family, and I
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  1    know that everyone here is saddened by his passing and

  2    it's difficult to walk up the stairs and look over there

  3    to where you would always see Ron in his office when you

  4    came up and he would acknowledge you.  I still find myself

  5    looking over there every time I come up the stairs, and I

  6    suppose I probably will throughout this process.

  7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Other comments?  Hearing none,

  8    then we will move into executive session.

  9              MS. McCONNOCHIE:  I'll go ahead and call in on

 10    the other number now.

 11              THE CHAIRMAN:  I think we've got you covered on

 12    this one.

 13              MS. McCONNOCHIE:  Okay.  Great.

 14              THE CHAIRMAN:  Just stay there since we dialed

 15    you direct.

 16              All right.  We'll call the meeting back to

 17    order.  The time is 12:18, it looks like.

 18              MR. BRODIE:  Mr. Chairman?

 19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.

 20              MR. BRODIE:  I'd like to move that -- round

 21    three.

 22              THE CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Brodie.

 23              MR. BRODIE:  I would like to move that the

 24    Alaska Redistricting Board --

 25              THE CHAIRMAN:  Hold on.  Wait, wait, wait.
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  1    We're still -- sorry about that.  I pushed the wrong

  2    button.  So we're streaming live through the Legislative

  3    Information Network.  We called the meeting back to order

  4    about 20 seconds ago.

  5              Mr. Brodie, you have the floor.

  6              MR. BRODIE:  First, I guess there's no business

  7    out of the executive session that requires any board

  8    action.

  9              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  There is, or do we not

 10    need a motion to --

 11              THE CHAIRMAN:  We need a motion on personnel

 12    matters.

 13              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Personnel matters.

 14              MR. BRODIE:  I would move that Taylor Bickford

 15    be hired as the executive director of the board effective

 16    May the 9th.

 17              MS. GREENE:  I'll second the motion.

 18              THE CHAIRMAN:  Is there discussion on the

 19    motion?

 20              We lost PeggyAnn.  She boarded a plane so

 21    there's just the four members here that will be voting on

 22    this.

 23              The motion is to offer Taylor the executive

 24    director effective May 9th.  Is there discussion?  All in

 25    favor of the motion, please signify by saying aye.
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  1    Opposed?  Okay.  Thank you.  That motion passes.

  2              Mr. Brodie.

  3              MR. BRODIE:  I would move that the board offer

  4    the position of executive director -- assistant director

  5    to Jim Ellis.

  6              MS. GREENE:  I'll second the motion.

  7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Motion that we offer the

  8    assistant -- that was your title, right?  Assistant

  9    director?

 10              MR. BICKFORD:  Yeah.

 11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Assistant director to Jim Ellis.

 12    Was there an effective date?

 13              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  May 9th.

 14              THE CHAIRMAN:  Effective May 9th.  Is there

 15    discussion on the motion?

 16              MR. WHITE:  Mr. Chairman, just one point of

 17    clarification.  I'm not sure whether the state personnel

 18    board says that's possible, so I believe the motions are

 19    pending state approval of the retroactive effect.

 20              THE CHAIRMAN:  As soon as possible thereafter.

 21    Discussion on the motion?  All in favor, please signify by

 22    saying aye.  Opposed?  That motion passes.

 23              There is a short -- probably have to have legal

 24    help out on this, but there's a -- under discussion items

 25    for potential litigation issues we did receive a briefing
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  1    by our legal, an update from our Voting Rights expert Lisa

  2    Handley.  Everyone knows that Lisa will be with us

  3    tomorrow.  Or maybe you don't know that, but part of our

  4    agenda tomorrow is Voting Rights Act.  Discussion with

  5    Lisa will be teleconferencing into.  What we have -- what

  6    they have learned, legal and Taylor in discussion with

  7    her, is that our effective district rate, because of

  8    increased polarized voting in the state, has actually

  9    increased from the 35 percent that we used last time to

 10    41.7 percent VAP for the districts, the effective house

 11    districts.

 12              All District 6 still remains to be effective at

 13    the 49.7 for a VAP, and the whole of House District 5

 14    still remains at 35 percent for an influence district,

 15    which is the southeast district.  And old 37, which was

 16    the Chain, primarily Dillingham, lowered to a 34.1 VAP to

 17    an effective district.  So again, overall 41.7 VAP.  Old

 18    6 was 49.7, the Athabascan District, Interior District.

 19    Old 5 and 35 to remain an influence district.  And 37

 20    dropped to 34.1 for an effective district.

 21              So this gives us a benchmark for plans of four

 22    majority/minority house seats, one effective house seat,

 23    one influence house seat, two majority/minority senate

 24    seats, and one effective senate seat.  Again, remember

 25    effective is the 41.7, so the higher bar than what we had
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  1    in 2002.

  2              So again, we will be taking this up and we'll

  3    here it from Lisa tomorrow, and she will explain it and

  4    take board member questions and whatever else we have

  5    tomorrow on that.

  6              Have we decided to discuss the other piece?

  7              (Inaudible)

  8              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Tuesday piece?

  9              THE CHAIRMAN:  The other piece that I will share

 10    is we will take this up by motion.  I guess we could do it

 11    today.  We want to invite those in the -- that produce

 12    private plans to take this information that we just

 13    received, the 41.7 and all that business, our benchmarks,

 14    and draw the nine rural districts if there might be any

 15    changes.  I can tell you that our cursory look at this is

 16    that we have no districts and there are no maps that were

 17    within compliance of the voting rights.  Close, but they

 18    will all take some tweaking and there are a lot of

 19    different ways we know that can be done.  For example,

 20    noncontiguous senate pairings or moving some population

 21    around here or there.  Most all of them are very close,

 22    but I don't remember any that were right on meeting the

 23    requirement because we didn't know the 41.7.  So we were

 24    not that close for that effective district.

 25              So the thought is that if you wish to draw
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  1    another -- or take another attempt at drawing the rural

  2    boundaries with this information that we are going to

  3    invite Lisa up here for a face-to-face meeting with the

  4    board and presentation with the board next Tuesday, the

  5    24th.  And we would open up our public hearing portion to

  6    more or less have a work session and have Lisa here as the

  7    interested parties made presentations as to how they might

  8    accomplish a nonretrogressive plan, and they will have

  9    Lisa right here to comment or not comment or whatever, and

 10    the board members and staff will be working on our own

 11    idea also, but more for you I guess than anybody else.

 12              If you wish to do that, you can bring it back.

 13    We will notify -- we're going to adjourn here in a few

 14    minutes because we have to get to Ron's funeral, but we

 15    will notify AFFR and we've also got AFER and with Calista

 16    Corporation the bush caucus probably isn't around anymore,

 17    but we'll try -- I don't know if they're still drawing or

 18    doing whatever.

 19              MR. BICKFORD:  I would think Calista has the --

 20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, the Calista Corporation --

 21    we'll try to get a hold of everyone.  Taylor will be

 22    having to go to the Fort Rich this afternoon, so you

 23    probably won't be back today, is my guess.

 24              MR. BICKFORD:  Might happen tomorrow morning.

 25              THE CHAIRMAN:  So we'll get something out to him
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  1    first thing in the morning to let him know also.  But

  2    hopefully a lot of them will be here to listen to Lisa's

  3    presentation tomorrow as she explains.  This has been hard

  4    to get through my thick head, and I'm still not sure it's

  5    all there yet, but I have additional thoughts and things

  6    and I'm trying to work through that.  So maybe bells will

  7    go off tomorrow.

  8              So is there any other comments on that piece?

  9    And the reason I think I want a motion is because we're

 10    expending funds to bring her up here and travel and all

 11    that.  Just makes it cleaner to have it on the record.

 12    Can you do that now?

 13              MR. HOLM:  Mr. Chairman.

 14              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.

 15              MR. HOLM:  I'll move that we ask Lisa Handley to

 16    meet with us on Tuesday the 24th at 10:00 a.m. for

 17    discussions about her information analysis.

 18              MR. BRODIE:  Second.

 19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Bob.  Okay.  The

 20    motion to authorize the funds to bring Lisa up here to

 21    meet with the board on the 24th and also we'll just say

 22    that -- invite the private plan to come in and sit through

 23    those presentations also.  Is there any discussion on the

 24    motion?

 25              MR. WHITE:  Mr. Chair, if I may, I believe in
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  1    her contract there is provisions already made for

  2    traveling, but there may be extra now (indiscernible).

  3              THE CHAIRMAN:  I don't know.  This just covers

  4    bases.  I know -- I think there is, too, but we -- one

  5    thought she might have to come up once or twice, but this

  6    way we don't have to worry about it.  We covered our

  7    bases.

  8              Any other clarifications or discussion on the

  9    motion?

 10              MR. BICKFORD:  Mr. Chairman, I would just ask if

 11    you want to clarify that groups will be asked to present

 12    their plans.

 13              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.  I said that.

 14              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Is it by invitation only

 15    or will there be --

 16              THE CHAIRMAN:  If they're not a group, they're

 17    not invited.  How's that?  The ones that I just read off.

 18              So any more discussion?  All in favor of the

 19    motion, please signify by saying aye.  Opposed.  That

 20    motion carries.

 21              Okay.  With that I will entertain a motion to

 22    adjourn.

 23              MR. WHITE:  One point of clarification before

 24    that, Mr. Chairman.  I thought your summary was very

 25    accurate and I think you understand it more than you think
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  1    you do.  The only caution I would have is I don't believe

  2    that Ms. Handley has put a specific number on southeast.

  3    In other words, it's just not necessarily 35.  It might be

  4    lower.  It's just that is an influence district, and as I

  5    understand how she defines influence, it's somewhere below

  6    the 41 percent but at a percentage that still allows the

  7    Native group down there to have a chance to elect a

  8    person, and if not elect, at least have an influence over

  9    the person that is elected.

 10              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  That was my understanding

 11    an hour ago.  It's changed again.

 12              Any other discussion?  Okay.  Motion to adjourn.

 13              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Move to adjourn.

 14              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Second.

 15              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  We are adjourned.  The

 16    time is 12:31.  We are adjourned.  Thank you, those on

 17    teleconference land.  We will now discontinue.  We will

 18    start our meeting tomorrow at 10:00 a.m., and we will be

 19    streaming live again then.  Thank you.

 20

 21

 22

 23

 24

 25
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